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Quills and Calligraphy Masterclass 
 

 

Dates Friday 24 April 2020 

Times 10.00 – 17.00  

Location Harry M Weinrebe Learning Centre  

Level Beginners and those with some experience 

Class size Maximum 16 participants  

 
 

Course description 

This one-day course is a chance for beginners and those with some experience to learn how to write 

Gothic Black Letter (Textura) as in the medieval book, The Bedford Hours. All tools and materials will 

be provided and ink and broad-edged nibs will be used to create the letter-forms. The course will 

cover the basic principles of calligraphy, and exemplars and worksheets will be provided for you to 

work on during the day and then take home as an aide-memoire or for further study. In the 

afternoon, you will be shown how to cut your own quill and write with it, how to prepare vellum 

(calfskin) for writing, and then you will use your quill to write a name on vellum in Gothic Black 

Letter.

 
 

Tutor 

 

Patricia Lovett MBE is a world-renowned scribe and illuminator who received a National Honour for 

calligraphy and heritage crafts. She creates artworks on vellum, using gold, colour and quills. She has 

written extensively on calligraphy and illumination, including The Art and History of Calligraphy, 

published by the British Library. Patricia was filmed showing how manuscripts were made by the British 

Library as part of the Polonsky Project and the Anglo-Saxon Kingdoms exhibition, co-curated the 

Calligraphy Today (2012-13) exhibition at the Fitzwilliam Museum, and teaches at a range of 

institutions including Harvard University and the University of London.  

 
 

 

Previous skills, knowledge or experience 

None required. Beginners and improvers all welcome. 

 

Facilities and refreshments 

All materials provided. Please gather outside the Harry M Weinrebe Learning Centre, located in the 

lower ground floor of the British Library, at 9.45am. Tea and coffee will be provided the start of the 

session, and the course will begin promptly at 10am. Participants will need to make their own 

arrangements for lunch. 
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